husband was a farmer in the north, that she had come to town to be delivered, and had intended calling on me to request my attendance in the usual way, but that labour had come on sooner than she anticipated. She In the particular case under discussion, there were three main factors favouring the coagulation of the blood in the pulmonary arteries:?1. The fatty state of the cardiac muscle. 2. The depressed mental condition of the patient, which would tend to lower the heart's action. 3. The condition of the blood. As was long ago pointed out by Andral and Gavarret, the blood, especially in the latter months of utero-gestation and in puerpery, is deficient in coloured corpuscles and rich in fibrine. A similar condition of the blood obtains in most cachexia, so that when from any cause the flow of the blood is retarded, clots are more apt to form than when it is in a healthy condition.
Judging He, Dr Macdonald, was of opinion that these sudden cases were more probably due to embolism. He had recently seen a case in which a lady with mitral obstruction disease went into labour and required forceps. There was great breathlessness and cyanosis. Two days after she was seized with aphasia and paralysis of the arm, and two hours afterwards had a convulsion of the cheek.
She has improved as to the arm, and is doing well so far.
The President asked as to how long after parturition the thrombosis may occur.
Professor Simpson was indebted to Dr Young for narrative of the case, which was a rare one. In Professor Young's lecture, in last century, he described a case which in the light of our present knowledge we knew to have been caused by thrombosis, but the nature of which was then unknown.
Dr Brewis showed a thrombus removed from the right ventricle of a patient who died suddenly on the eleventh day of her puerperium. The patient was a primipara, and her labour was an easy one, but she had suffered from acute rheumatism during the earlier part of her pregnancy, and the formation of the thrombus, which was evidently an ante-mortem one, was accounted for by the hyperinotic condition of her blood.
?Dr Young thanked the Society for its reception of his paper. He believed we might have a thrombus occurring any time within three weeks.
